AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO OUR PATIENTS


During the past few months, we have been deeply concerned about the proposed cuts to Nevada Medicaid that could eliminate orthotic and prosthetic care for those over 21 years of age.

We have been working with other practices in Nevada, the American Orthotic & Prosthetic Association (AOPA), and The Amputee Coalition (ACA), to make legislators aware of the value of prosthetic and custom orthotic care to the ability of our patients to live more mobile and productive lives. It has been of special importance to us to help legislators understand that restoring and improving mobility to those affected by limb loss and limb impairment doesn’t cost the government money.  Returning our patients to active, productive lives in the workplace and freeing them from state and federal support programs, and eliminating costly medical services for obesity, depression, and vascular disease saves the government money!

The Medicaid cut threat in Nevada is a growing problem throughout the country as many states seek to balance their budgets on the backs of patients. In our outreach to legislators we have created billboard and print advertisements that argue for the merits of O&P care.


Visit the following link to see the first Nevada print ad: http://www.aopanet.org/Nevada_Billboard_Ad.pdf

Visit the following link to see the second Nevada print campaign:
http://www.aopanet.org/2010_NAPS_Nevada.pdf

Visit the following link to see the Nevada billboard ad: http://www.aopanet.org/Nevada_Medicaid_Ad.pdf

Governor Brian Sandoval’s remarks during his first State of the State address contained positive news for O&P: “In the Department of Health and Human Services alone, $118 million in spending for essential programs was restored… we also preserved funds for traumatic brain injury services, autism, early intervention services, independent living, medically necessary dentures, prosthetics and orthotics – the list goes on. These programs are preserved, and overall spending is still reduced.” (available from: http://leg.state.nv.us/Session/76th2011/SOS/SOSSandoval2011.pdf).

We want to take encouragement in this apparent step to remove O&P care from the chopping block, but we also know that this budget needs to be adopted by the entire legislature, and that it is critical to be very vigilant, knowing that O&P cuts could return at any moment.

It’s unfair—you and we deserve better. We would like to just ignore when politicians decide they know what’s best for our patients—but we also know that these are hard economic times for all, for ourselves and our patients. The state is facing a difficult fiscal situation as well, but the need for overall budget discipline should not be avoided by cuts to the most vulnerable by those whose mobility is not impaired.

Our practice will do everything in our power to keep the same high quality, patient-oriented practice we now provide and to assure that our ability to continue to meet your needs is not diminished.
So, if these proposed cuts to Nevada Medicaid that would eliminate orthotic and prosthetic care for those over 21 years of age scare you, as much as they do me, won’t you please take a minute to read and complete the attached letter, sign your name to it, and print and mail or email it to your state representatives?

Sincerely,

