Preserve Access to Medically Necessary Prosthetic and Custom Orthotic Care

Subject:  Proposed Cuts to Nevada Medicaid -- Please Preserve Access to Medically Necessary Prosthetic and Custom Orthotic Care

As a patient, I am writing to express my concern and opposition to proposed cuts to Nevada Medicaid that would eliminate orthotic and prosthetic care for those over 21 years of age.


Because of the care provided to me at (NAME OF FACILITY) by (NAME OF PROVIDER), I am living proof of the value of prosthetic and custom orthotic care and how it helps me live a more mobile and independent life.

It especially important to me to assure that  legislators understand that restoring and improving mobility to those affected by limb loss and limb impairment doesn’t cost the government money.  Fiscal austerity is not the same thing as fiscal discipline. In tough economic times we need not just talk of the former, but we need to have the prudence and wisdom to exercise the latter. Do not avoid fiscal discipline by making a cut that will only exacerbate the need for more care for those patients who depend on Nevada Medicaid to retain or restore this mobility. Returning our patients to active, productive lives in the workplace and freeing them from state and federal support programs, and eliminating costly medical services for obesity, depression, and vascular disease saves the government money!


Governor Sandoval has indicated in his State of the State address that while Nevada’s fiscal condition is poor, that to make the necessary cuts to assist with economic recovery it is not a viable solution to cut medically necessary treatments as a way to fix budget problem:

In the Department of Health and Human Services alone, $118 million in spending for essential programs was restored… we also preserved funds for traumatic brain injury services, autism, early intervention services, independent living, medically necessary dentures, prosthetics and orthotics – the list goes on.  These programs are preserved, and overall spending is still reduced.” (available from: http://leg.state.nv.us/Session/76th2011/SOS/SOSSandoval2011.pdf)

We want to take encouragement in this apparent step to remove O&P care from the chopping block, but we also know that this budget needs to be adopted by the entire legislature, and that it is critical to be very vigilant, knowing that O&P cuts could return at any moment.  So, I am asking you to 
please support the Governor’s position. Please assure that Medicaid benefits for prosthetic and custom orthotic devices for patients over the age of 21 are NOT CUT.  Please support me and patients like me who depend on orthotic and prosthetic care, despite the fact that we are older than 21. 
 
Very truly yours,



(Name)________________________________


(Address)____________________________________

____________________________________________
